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discovered, before the book was issued to the public, that he had been completely anticipated by Hadley's paper, of the existence of which he had not been previously aware. In his preface to that book, after making recognition of Hadley's priority, he goes on to say:—"I cannot help observing here, that the following fact appears to be one of the most remarkable that the history of the progress of natural philosophy could furnish.—Dr Halley published in the Philosophical Transactions a theory of the trade-winds which was quite inadequate and immechanical, as will be shown, and yet the same has been almost universally adopted; at least I could name several modern productions of great repute in which it is found and do not know of one that contains any other."..."On the other hand G. Hadley, Esq., published in a subsequent volume of the said Transactions a rational and satisfactory explanation of the trade-winds, but where else shall we find it?"
It is right here to remark further that Dalton in his own speculations did not touch at all upon the prevalence of west winds in extra-tropical regions, either as to its explanation or even as to its existence: and that- he does not seem to have noticed or appreciated the great importance of Hadley's theory in this respect.
Not only before, but also after this episode of Dalton's speculations and researches so published, the theory of Hadley must certainly have remained but little read in its author's original paper.
Within the first half of the present century writings on the winds, including the Trade Winds and general circulation of the atmosphere, have been very numerous, some of these have appeared in our encyclopaedias, and others in works on meteorology and. navigation, and have been widely diffused in atlases containing maps and charts on physical geography.
In such ways many sketches have been presented to the public as explanations of the Trade Winds and other currents of the atmosphere related to them, embodying more or less of the fundamental principles of Hadley's theory, but often without reference to his name, and usually without due appreciation of the meaning and importance of his theory. In many of these cases we may suppose that the authors had never seen his own original paper, but had obtained their information indirectly through the writings of others.